
' The Want Ads are recog¬
nized as the stranger's direc¬
tory,

Why not secure reiiafeu
stfeady domestics by usiti]
the Want Ads.

WHOLE NUMBER, 19,337,0 TIMES FOUNDED 1IM.
DISPATCH FOUWDBD 1M». RICHMOND, VA., THURSDAY, MAY 1,1913, PRICE TWO CENTS,TII1C WEAfHER TO-DAY.Fair.

ANKS NO LONGER
MAY HAVE DEPOSITS
WITHOUT INTEREST;

o

iKOKBTAllY OK THEASUB.T M'ADOO.
Washington, Anil R0..The flucnl
fKtfm of lh« I nltcd Stntrn j4«vc-rn|DK
rtconltn of Kedernl fnnd* In nntlonal
knUn nnn rrTolutiuulxoil (o-diiy i,y
krclnry McAtloo, of the Tronmirj
f'urtraent. Trith mi iiono?itircinro(

_ .
ovrrnmen t ilFiMKltaiirn,

PThbthcr nntive or inactive. would be
rcqiilrrd lu puy Intercut at the rnte

k.of '2 per rent Per tiiumur, be^innln^
KJunr I, upon de|Mi«lfn of the KOvx-ru-
(stent.

Simultaneously with this action, tlio
'.¦T'ttary authorized an Immediate ln-

J' . "r (00 in government
Ilcposits In the national banks, making
JUie total $j^.cI».*?«4, from which the
IFedoral treasury will corn, under the
[new Interest order, ?l,05U,'i00 annum-
|1>. rlwi- are indications that Secre-
tKry WeAiloo Intends to release still
tin* amount locked u]> |n the treasury ''

Vaults, and place it In general circu¬
lation through Increased deposits with
the national brink:?. In a statement
.to-night he said:

''With the banks paying Interest on
government deposits, the Secretary
may be justified in kc'plni^ larger bal¬
ances In the national banks, thereby

| Increasing- the volume of money in clr-
culatfon, and to that extent i educing
.more surplus money from the treasury

Clinnpfp In Securities.
Mr. McAdoo also announced a radi¬

cal change In the character of securi¬
ties which the Treasury Department
would accept for government deposits
instead of requi-ing that the national
.jriks seoure treasury deposits ex¬

clusively with United States or pro¬
vincial'government bonds, they will t>c
allowed in future to secure 70 r>or cent
with government bonds, and the re¬
maining 30 per cent with high class

clty R,srt county bonds, accep-
psftftMo. tho Secretary of the Treasurv
to bo taken ns security at 75 per c<-nt
of their market value, but not to ex-
coed par.
This is the first time in history that

jthe Treasury Department has* called
[upon the banks to pay interest on what
tore known ns active deposits or nc-
fcepted, except In perlodH of financial
Ntress, security other than government
oonds. Active depositories are those

pvhlch conduct a checking account for
Ithe governmont. cashing checks of the
^disbursing officers and replenishing
^ur authorized government deposits
yn customs and internal revenue re-
Tits deposited with thorn. There are

'J.0". depositories, eacli holding
51,000 of government funds. Upon
those deposits, which are not disturbed
by checking accounts, the government
has drawn 2 per cent interest for the
past five years. Theso are the onlv
government accounts which ever have.
earned Interest.
.' For years there has been agitation

(Continued On Second Page.y '

[cAdoo Rules They
^"jVEust Pay Interest on
Government Funds.

.

CHANGE IN SYSTEM
IS REVOLUTIONARY

Killing Applies Both to Active
and Inactive Accounts, and
Treasury Will Earn Annually
More Than Million Dollars
on Funds From Which It

y°\- Derives No Revenue.

(Pittsburgh Man Will Get Post in
Japan Unless That Country

Objects.
Washington. April 30^-CeorirA w

wVlV'hA'th0rir>er» Muyor of Pittsburgh!1 «».
n arnbassador to Japanunless that country objects, it was

learned to-night that Mr. Outhrle has
alroady been tendered an<\ l,as accepted

[iSorB°oiivn' wit.hrthn «PPV»val of Ken-
k.ators Oliver and Ponroso, «if pontmvi-
vania. All that remains to bo done is
to send Mr. Guthrie's namo tc» the Ren-
ate for confirmation and to await the
approval of Japan.

h WH»on to-day put jn one
I Aft, the hardest days of work slice iie
' has . been at the White .House. nG
i;. talked with a'greater number of tan.
"^ors than ever before, anil dispatched n8
nmuch work for tho week as possiUe

, .in order to prevont his departure ftj*
.Now Jersey to-morrow on a two-day*

V- speaking trip from interfering With
£ national business. Before ho leaies
* to-morrow he will have a threo-ho\r

conforonco with WestoYn Senators
.x about tho tafiff.

*

For tho most part the day was spent
In talking with members of Congresf
about proapoctive appolnlmonts, though
.tho President also was busy on tiu

; Japancao situation.
¦j. Senator Polndoxter. of Washington

(Continued On KlghthTPagc.)J

IS NOT VET SOLVED
Inquest on Death of Mary

Phagan Adjourned Until »

This Afternoon.

NEWSBOY IS WITNESS

Tells of Engagement He I lad
With Girl and Iler Remark

About Superintendent.
Atlontn. Oa.. April 30..Without

reaching a verdict a« to tbe mysterioun
death of fourteen-year-old Mary Pha-
gaii. whose mutilated body was found
Sunday morning in the National Pen¬
cil Company's plant, the coroner's In-
quest was adjourned early to-night un¬
til- to-morrow artei noon. The inquest
was begun Monday, but witnesses were
heard for the first time at neesions thi»
morning ami evening
At tbe afternoon session of tbe In-

quest interest centred cliielly in the
testimony of O. W. Kppos, a llfteen-
year-old newsboy. Eppes testified that
Mary Phagan bad requested him to| call by -tht» pencil factory on several
occasions bocause. she told him, Mr.
Frank had eornetiinea rushed out ofthe factory ahead of her and winked
at nor an she wont past. Eeo M. Frank,superintendent of the factory, is uncior
arrest in connection with the case, but
did not testify to-day before the iii-
quest.

Epptrs Toll* 111m Story.Touitg Bppea, who lives near thehome of Mary Phagan, testified that be
came to the city with the girl Satur-

t day morning According to his testi-
monv, they parted on Forsyth Street,only a short distance from the pencilfactory, with tbe understanding thatshe was to go there, secure wagesamounting to J1.C0 due her, and meetFppes at Peachtreo Street and FivePoints. where they planned to witnessthe Memorial Day parade.
The witness testified that ho waitedat the rendezvous for moie than twohours, but that he never saw the girlalive again. At 7 o'clock Saturdayevening ho went to the girl's home toascertain why she had failed to meet.him, and found J. W. i'olcmnn, the

i girl'H stepfather, Just leaving thehouse to look for tbe girl.Young ICppes described the <*lothes
worn by tbe girl Saturday and lateridentified the bloodstained garmentsI found on the body of the girl as the
same she wore Saturday morning.Only one witness Introduced to-daywho knew the Phagnn girl testified

j that ho saw her after the hour she'leached the pencil factory last Satur¬day. Kdgar 1... Son tell, a grocery«agon driver, testified that he saw thegirl on Forsyth Street about mid¬night, in company with a young manhe believed to he Arthur Mullinaux.Mulllnaux Is under arrest. Miss PearlKobinson testified that she went to atheatre with Mulllnau;: Saturday night.It. P. Harrett. an employe of tbe pen¬cil factory, told of finding bloodstains
on a lathe In the pencil factory. Healso testified that he found bloodspotson tbe tloor of the machine room inthe factory, and that an attempt hadapparently been made to obliterate thestains with whitewash.

J. W. Colernan, stepfathor of tbePhagan girl, was the last witness ofthe day. He told of his search for thogirl, which was ended when a messagecame from the police stating that herbody had been found at the pencil fac¬tory.
AVorn by Long Que»1 lonlng.

Newt l-.ee, negro night watchman atj the National Pencil Factory, was theprincipal witness this morning Wornand exhausted by hours of questioningby the police, the negro told again hisstory of tho finding of the murderedgirl's body in the cellar of the pencilfactory early Sunday morning.Fully conscious that the finger otsuspicion pointed to him as the girl'sslayer, Dee reiterated his protestations
of innocence, l-ep told a straightfor¬
ward story. Tt did not vary material¬
ly from tho one he has told the policesince he has been under suspicion. He
said he went down the ladder into thebasement and put his lantern on the
ground. He looked about and sav.* the
girl's body. Ho said be knew by the
straight hair that it was the body of a
white woman. ITe said the body lay

(Continued On Second Page.)

More Than 113,000,000 Are
Handled in North Caro¬

lina ^Hatchery.
Washington, April 30..More than

113,000.000 shad eggs have been handled
this season at the government's hatch¬
ery at Edenton, N. C., according to a
report-to-day to the United States Fish
Commission. Tills Is a record, and it
is estimated that tho total may ruiuup
to nearly 200,000,000 before the spawn-inp period is over. Tho hatchery isbeing filled to capacity, it is said."This remarkable take of shad eggsthis year," said Dr. Hugh M. Smith,Fish Commissioner, to-day, "is due totho fact that North Carolina has adopt¬ed such llboral and advanced laws forllio protection of migratory llsh, such ast'*e- shad, striped bass, herring andlowers. Whereas a few years ago most1 of \he flsh on their way to tho spawn-ingygrounds wero captured in notewhich stretched across tho waterways,t.o-daj tho law requiros that one-thirdtho width of tho stream be kept free-of nots^' At Havro de Grace, Md., wherewe liav* tho largest capacity slintl\atcheryv we took laat year less thani-V.000,OOOv,shad eggs, because thero Isn\law pretoctlng tho fish as they oomoi)mho Sur.quohanna. Tho samo is tfuoiretho Potorufio and clpowhero."^% \ Bh.

RULERS OF KINGDOMS ON POINT OF WAR

KING TVICHOIjAS, EMPEHOR FltAXdS JOSEPH,of MontencKro. of Aumrin-IIunsnrr.

DESPERATE NEGRO I
SLAYS PURSUERS

Two Prominent White Men
Fall Before Bullets of

Fugitive.
)

THREE MORTALLY WOUNDED

Bloodhounds Rushed to Scene,
and Blease Asked for

Troops.
Hampton, S. S., April 30..T-sro

prominent Hampton County white men
were killed amY Beveral wounded in a' pitched hattlf? this afternoon and to¬
night with Ttlchrfrd .fcfenry Austin, a
negro accused At 'attempting to as-
Hault a white woman at Luray, S. C.,
to-day. The dead are J. Frank Bowers,
a Hampton County planter; and Magls-
trnte F. H. TSdenfield, of Allendale, S. C.
The wounded include Dr. S. C. More, a
local yhpsician, George ilannn, Mc-
Teer Rowers and an unidentified
white man. Hanr.a Moore and the un¬
known man are probably fatally In¬
jured.
Austin is alleperj to have gone to

(Continued On Eighth Page.)

PEACE COMMISSION
IS FACING TROUBLE

GRAFT RECITAL Union Labor and Suffragettes
Unite in Denouncing

Movement.

OUTBREAKS THREATENED

Former Police Captain Tells How Delegation From England Now
"Hush Funds" Were Is on Its Way to This

Raised. Country.
New York. April 30..Driven to tho

expedient by graft disclosures that
threatened to lead to grand Jury action,
prominent flgnrcw In the police
"system" prepared to raise two bribe
funds, one to keep a policeman under
arrest from "squealing," and the other
to pay n resort keeper not to testify.
This was, in effect, former Police Cap¬
tain Thomas W. Walsh's testimony to¬
day against Thompson Hussey, Murtha
and Sweeney, four former Inspectors
on trial on charges of conspiracy to ob¬
struct justice.
The first of the funds was $ 15,000,

Walsh Bald, on the stand. JSugene Pox,
a patrolman, had been arrested as a
graft collector. There were rumors
that ho would confess, which ho did

Liondon, April 30..The British dele¬
gation now on Its way to the United
States for the celebration of the An¬
glo-American peace centenary, may
encounter some hostile demonstrations.
Certain leaders of tho extreme Irish
and Labor movements are advising
their American friends to express op¬
position to tho British mission. Suf¬
fragette leaders are appealing to
American women to denounce any
friendly dealings between tho two
countries until England gives the vote
to women.

Opponents oi the peace misslQ* pre¬
dict that Its public appearanca will
provoke outbreaks such as occurred at

(Continued on Second Page.) (Continued on Eighth Page.)

RIGHT OFWAY PREPARED FOR FINAL
ACTION ON ANTIALIEN LAND BILL

V

iefore Night Attitude of Legis¬
lature Toward Bryan's Visit

Will lie Known.

MEASURE IS VERY DRASTIC;
Leaders Believe, However, Sting

to Japanese Pride Mas

Sacramento, Cat., April 30..An open
right of way for final action in tiie Son-
ato to-morrow morning on the Webb
antialien land act was preparecl to-day
by lloor leaders in the upper house,
and before to-morrow night a con¬
crete expression of tho Legislature's
attitude toward Secretary Bryan's di¬
plomatic visit will be at hand in the
shape of a vote on the most drastic
land holding act yet proposed.

Secretary Hryan spent the day In
San Francisco. It was not known
whether ho had received further in-

New Haven's Attorney Seeks to
Prove Surplus Instead

of Deficit.
Boston, April 30..The New Haven

Railroad, through Attorney C. P.
Choate, Jr., began late to-day its ex¬
planation of numerous financial trana-
actions, already described by David E.
Brown, the government accountant,
before Commissioner Prouty, of tho
Interstate Commerce Commission. This
wan done through a cross examinationof the expert. Mr. Choate's questions
were intended to show that compar¬isons of capitalization and earnings as
given by Air. Brown in his direct ex¬
amination were unfair and that his tes¬
timony In many lnBtanc.es had not
shown actual conditions.

Air. Choate brought out that althoughthe capital indebtedness had increasod
from JU4,000,000 in 1003 to $417,000,000In 1912, tl^e period covered by Mr.
Brown's Investigations. 215,000 shares
of Now HaVen stock had boen held bythe New ICngland Navigation Company,
a subsidiary, and that no cash divi¬
dends had boon paid on these holdings.T311mlnatir»g\ those

, shares from con¬
sideration, th^. witness said that what
appeared to bc\a deficit of $900,000 In

Been Removed.

[By Associated Press ]

(Continue* Sooond ,1'ags.)

structions from President Wilson re¬
garding his propositions to tho Log- I
islature.

Jn his absence, the original plan to
permit no further delay was carried
out, and when the Senate adjourned j
to-night the Webb bill, which stands
on the tile as the accepted substitute
of tho original Thompson-Birdsall
measure, was due to be reached with-'
in a few minutes aft«r the upper house
convenes to-morrow morning.
A few amendments may i>« offered,

but they will be resisted with the. full
force of the administration leaders,
who stated to-night that thoy expect¬
ed the act to bo passed in Its present
form.

f,lt(lr> Criticism.
There was wide discussion of the

new bill to-day although but little
criticism was forthcoming from the
standpoint of California. In compari¬
son with various drafts that preceded
it. the Webb act is said to be more
drastic and effective in reaching the
Japanese farmers of the State than anyother proposed measure, and at tho
same time least objectionable of all
from an international point of view.
Senator Thompson declared to-nightthat the bill provided for the "imme¬

diate and direct solution of tho Japan¬
ese problem," and to this extent it is
tho most rigid and uncompromising
measuro that has been suggested. Sen¬
ator Thompton denied that the wording
of the act, or any part of it. can be
taken as a concession to tho objections
of Secretary Bryan, and Governor John¬
son stated to-day that from what ho
understood of the situation, the meas¬
ure did not have the approval of Presi¬
dent Wilson.

"It is altogether probable that we
would, have reached this form of bill
in any case," said Senator Thompson,
"and It cannot fairly bo said that tlio
draft proposed by Attorney-General
Webb reflects any of the sentiments of
Mr. Bryan except his doslre that we do
not offend any one, and that, of course,
has been our guiding principle from
tho beginning. At no tlmo havo we
had a wish to offend the peoplo of any
nation, and our desire to avoid the
words 'ineligible to citizenship* has
been quite as strong as that of tho
Federal administration.
"Thoso words aro not used In tho

Webb bill, but I don't hesitate to sRy
that the effect and result Is precisely
tho snme as If thoy wero Included, and
It will bo so understood. Thore was
no way to avoid it."

Hill in Very Drastic.
A close study of tho Webb bill shows

the' full extent of the restrictions placod
upon aliens who aro not permitted td
bocome citizens, although' the limita¬
tions are precisely thoso Imposed in
tho existing treaty between tho United
States unci Japan. China and ^othor na¬
tions whoso subjects are ineligible.

In the caso of tho Japanese they are
prohibited entirely from acquiring or
holding land for farming or agricul¬
tural purposes, nnd it is declared tho
passage of tho act will put an end, not
only to tho growth of Japanese farm-

IXl-U*.-

ing colonies. bat eventually to the
colonies themselves. This purpose of
the net Is effected In two ways: *

"1. On th* death of an alien In rid-
owner the bill provides that his owner-
.ship ceases, and that the property must
he taken over by the Probate Court
and sold to the highest bidder. Under
its terms an alien cannot bequeath real
property except to a citizen. The pro¬
ceeds from the sale at" .such land are
distributed to t.he heirs by the court.

"2. No lenses whatsoever are per¬
mitted. Originally it was planned to
permit leases covering a maximum
period of three to tlvo years, but the
Webb act denies this opportunity for
colonization by aliens and provides
that any lease .of agricultural lands Is
subject to escheat to the State on the
day It is begun. To make this more
effective the bill provides that when
suit is begun to escheat such leases
the court shall appraise the lease, sell
the property at a forced sale and pay
the value of tho lease to the Stnte. The
remainder of tho proceeds shall go to
tho citizen owner of the land."

It Is held that this section of tho act
will bo absolutely prohibitory upon all
leases of agricultural "lands whether
for gardening purposes or otherwise.

BRYAN'S TRIP FAILS
AND ANT IALIEN BILL
WILL PASS EASILY

KNOW FATE TO-DAY
Powers Are to Decide What

Shall Be Done With
Montenegro.

*

Opposition to Measure I
Will Be Ridiculously j

SmaT

READY FOR,REBATEIN SENAT^i TO-DAY
Wilson Deems It P'Kident Not
Jto Discuss Controversy)^,While

ALL EYES ON LONDON Lming It Be Known That
L Situation Is Delicate.Pan-

. r ,T . .1 ama Canal Nearly ReadyBelieved Italy \\ .11 Jom Austria- for Batt,.hiHungary in Armed
A 11 n c Ic

tSpoclal to The Times-Dlspaich.]
Sacramento. Cal., April 30..The anti-

Rome. April 30..It ta considered here alien light seems practically over so
that the lost hope of avoiding the
gravest complications In the Balkan
situation lien in the meeting of ambas-

far as Sacramento is concerned.
Tho Webb bill undoubtedly will be

passed with ridiculously small oppo-
saclor:, In London to-morrow, when the sltlon.
question of united action bv the Euro- Democratic minority Is com-

. , . . ... mitted to an antiallcn law by\the plat-pe.an powers is expected to ho decided. ; form th<J membora of thftt Jnt4rJtV..The general fear In Homo is that themselves made.
Great Britain, Franco and Russia, not The Progressives seem n untt in
because they desire discord, but be- hacking up the Governor on tho bill

..
,

.. tr .n . ! that now has become ail administrativecause they do not wish to back Aus- moasure
trla In immediate action against Mon- i There aro left tho few old-lino Re-tenegro, may procrastinate, thus fore- publicans, but there are not enough
ing the isolation of Austria. In such ot t,leae to worth bothering about.

, , ... , Governor Johnson Ik being showeredcase. Italy, for tho protection of her j wUh lettera am, <locuments on theown interests, will almost certainly In¬
tervene to ensure order in Albania and
enforce there the decisions of Europe.

Reports Lnck Confirmation.
, London, April 30..The rumor current
here to-day that Austria-Hungary was

preparing to declare war against Mon¬
tenegro unless King Nicholas ovacuates
Scutari by Thursday lacks confirma¬
tion from the Austrian embassy and
legation here. It Is admitted, how¬
ever, that the situation is grave and
apprehension is felt on all sides ns to
tho outcome.

Tho general belief is that the line
of action to be taken by tho powers
depends, in a large measure, upon the
tone of tho statement which Ambas¬
sador Mensdorff, of Austriu, will de¬
liver at the conference of the foreign
ambassadors here to-morrow.

It Is expected that tho conference
will by that time be In receipt of an
answer from Montenegro to tho de¬
mand that Scutari be surrendered at
once. Should King Nicholas bo will-

Japanese question, In some of which
the immigration question Is taken up,tho question that Mr. Bryan said he
considered closed.
Somo of tlieso documents attack tho

good faith of the Japanese governmentIn carrying out the gentlemen's agree¬
ment concerning emigration to this
coilntry. jReferences are mode to a' widelycirculated book published in Japanesein Tokyo last year in which tho spa-^"clal advantages of California aj nland whcr*i,.the brown men coukf getland and llv^'.YKoll. were set^fd'rth in
truly Japanesque term"S"tff beauty b.vskilled writers of that land, if the
Japanese did not ilttend to come here.tho writers ask, why the general cir¬
culation of Huch an ambitious book?

All Are Investigated.*
But tho Governor says ho hasn't hadtime to run down the hundreds ofstatements made to him on such sub¬jects. In some cases he lias foundthat tho facts do not bear out all the .Jstatements of tho writers, and ,ie ha»s ^not used any Information sent him \without first making sure that it wouldstand the test of investigation.Tho Webb bill will be ready for de-itig to arbitrate, armed Intervention bate ln tho Senate to-morrow and canwill be prevented, but ln the evont that

he remains obdurate, it Is believed
that Austria will force tier demand
for Intervention, either alone or ln al¬
liance with the other powers.

Italy Will Take l'nrt.
It was definitely stated here to-nlgnt

tliat In the evont of Austria undertak¬
ing an independent invasion of al-
bania and Montenegro, Italy will ai
once Join in the movement and take
Vallona and Durrazo. Tho opinion

be forced to passage easily enough ifSenators Blrdsall, Thompson and Boyn-ton, who will lead ,the light for it, careto push it through. It Is held thatevoii if a fight, should be started againstIt by Senator Wright, tho deb.-ito neednot bo long, n's there lias been morethan enough talk on tho question dur¬ing 'the lnat few days to satisfy everyone.
Bryan's itinerary was to bring himback to San Francisco to-morrownight. He said he would remain heroprevails in diplomatic circles to-night until tho tight was over, but this de-tliat ltnly Is against tho Invasion ot

Montenegro by a single power, but
the Italian government haB decided to
stand by Austria ln any event.
The eyes of all Europe will to-mor¬

row bo turned on the British Foreign
Ofllce here, where the meeting of tho
foreign ambassadors will tako place,
and at which a definite plan of action
In regard to the holding of Scutari by
King Nicholas will bo decided upon.
It is Celt to-night that in tlio event
that the representatives ()f the great
powers decide to withhold armed inter¬
vention and trust to arbitration, Aus¬
tria will at once Issue an ultimatum.

cision may be modified by further com¬munications 'from President Wllso^i.''The tiRht is really over, anyhov*.Governor Johnson heard nothingmore from Washington to-day. Hedoes not seem to feel In the mood forfurther conferences, nor do the legis¬lators express themselves as requiringmore of tho light that Bryan shedsalong bin path.

Not Printout to Dlitt'ii.iN It.
[By Associated Press.]

Washington, April 30..Inquiry at thoWhite House to-day as to what' mightbo President Wilson's attitude toward
and proceed against the tiny kingdom i the Webb bill, with its affirmativewhich has defied the powers. clause permitting "all aliens eliglbla
A Daily Mail dispatch received to- to citizenship" to acquire laud in Call-

night from Antlvarl. Montenegro, says jornia. on which California legislative!
that 100.000 Austrian troops are mov- leaders are "ow said to be agreed.
Ing southward and waring the Mon- )!'ou.B,1It the inlormati»n that the Preii-
tenegrin frontier, while several thpu- deemed it prudent not to dincuaa
sand more are approaching Antlvari at th,'f tm,° u'° n*KotiutioiiH toward7. . .. i, , i .»*. ail adjournment of the controversy.In transports. Another dispatch to the The President let it be known thatsame papt-r from Sarajesto, Bosnia,
states that final preparations have
been completed for tho immediate ad¬
vance of Austrian troops into Mon¬
tenegro.

r

Senntor'K Brother Demi.
Madison, Wis., April 30..William A.

La Follette, only brother of Senator
Robert M. La Follette, died this morn¬
ing of heart disease, after a prolonged
illness. He was sixty-six years old.
Mr. La Follette was active in the re¬
cent Wilson campaign in Wisconsin.

tho entire subject was in a delicatestatus, and that it was necessary furth¬
er t<> study tho proposals of the Call-,fornia legislative leaders before theposition of the national governmentcould be announced. It' is believedthe Japanese ambassador will besounded out as to tho probable
reception of the Webb bill inJapan and the legal ofllcors of the StateDepartment may render an opinion aa
to whether the language now employed

(Continued on second Page.)

JAPAN BELIEVED TO BE SEEKING
TO SECURE ISLANDS NEAR CANAL

[Special to Tho fames-Dispatch.]
New York, April 30..Investigation

l>y the Federal authorities, II was
learned to-day, la to ho made of the
reported Japanese effort to secure con¬
trol of tho itoncador Islands, which lie
about ino in lies off tho Atlantic en¬
trance to tho Panama Canal. (Seorge
12. Crater, Jr., presldont of tho Car¬
ibbean tiuano Company, owners of tho
Islands, loft suddenly for Washington
to-day, after the publication of tho
plans of an nileged Japanese steam¬
ship company to turn itoncador. tho
largest of the islands, into a coaling:
sta'tlon. No information as to tho rea¬
son of Mr. Craters' hasty trip to tho
national capital was Riven, but It is
among tho probabilities that tho Stato
Department will desire first-hand Infor¬
mation regarding certain letters direct
from Japan which Mr. Crator is said
to have in his possession.

Absolute Jurisdiction.
The fact that tho Koncndors are ex¬

clusively in United States territory
gives the Washington government ub-
f.olnto Jurisdiction and sovereignity
over thorn, and the State1 Department
will have a voice in any disposition
which may be made of thorn. In his
statement that Japanese engineers hud
ta-en surveying tlio harbor of Itoncador,
Guo'rgo T. Burns, an engineer In tho
employ of tho Carribean Company, said
that thoy had informed him a Japa¬
nese steamship company wanted tho*
Island as a coaling station and port of
call for a passongyr and freig.ht ser¬
vice which it was to organize.
Tho fact 1m ulgnl (leant, Inasmuch i>®

the Roncadors are barren, save for tho
rich deposits of guano that they con- j
tain. There are neither passengers nor j
freight on tho Islands to make them
profitable to any steamship company.
But they would bp invaluable as a

coaling station. Dying directly across
a straight line drawn from Colon to
Kingston, and within ten hours' steam¬
ing from tho entrance to the canal,
with coal storing capacity up to 300,-
000 tons, they might well dazzle the
covetous eyes of a rival nation seeking
through disguised agents to gain a
foothold near the great waterway.

To Stock Tiicni With Coal.
That a plan has been under consid¬

eration nctually to stock Roncador
with 300,000 tons of coal Is known ab¬
solutely. Three coal concerns in tho
L'nitod States within the past six
months, presumably while the Japan¬
ese agents wero negotiating for the is¬
lands, have been compelled to decllno
orders for 100,000 tons of coal each, to
bo delivered at a point near Colon, be¬
cause they wero .unable to fill such a
largo order. Mr. Crater admfttod to¬
day that hid company had sought to
have this coal delivered at Itoncador.
It will readily ho understood that Ja¬
pan would consider the value of the
islands greatly enhanced If with them
she could buy 300,000 tons oAcoal roady.
at hand. i

¦NfrAOater. In discussing ihe matter,
avowed that ujutfHfthetr pros-1

Ijershlp thc^^^^Hr>uld not be
d la thcro

that the menace appears. During tho
past three months, a syndicate of Eu¬
ropean financiers, from Belgium andEngland particularly, {iave tnterotiteitthemselves in the islands, and an un¬derwriting scheme, by which thoislands will puss into their control, is
now practically completed,

Mr. Crater admits that he does notknow what the new owners of theIslands plan to do with .them. NothingIs known as to tho Identity of tho men
who are behind tho syndicate. Jt may
very well be that the syndicate Is act¬
ing for a Japanese concern, which, In
turn, has tho backing of tho Japanese
government. Declining to confirm or
deny tho story of Burns, his employ#,that Japjin is after tho islands, but as¬
serting that he has "never met" Subt*uo
Aral, who was Interested in the ef$H»t-!&5to secure the fishing concession
Magdalena Bay, and is said also to
Interested in the steamship cojtiyanjthat wants Itoncador, Mr. CratffT *n«|tly affirms that a new syndicate {k
paring to take over the island?
future of which ho ku^«lk .ho

. dSSfflm
It Is interesting to ,nata th v.otutlon with this matter th&t tha ppectus of tho Caribbean GuatfO C

pany dwells with P^UQUUr.'f6&« t
the Panama Can^L Theso
comments ar* made J
the foaturoa o£ tho Bo
"Tho sure*!e Of tt
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